The Sayles Homestead

1 6 5 o Mary Williams, daughter of Roger Williams,

marries John Sayles

1 76 o Sayles Homestead is founded in Pascoag

The Sayles Homestead, a piece of property of
over 170 acres and spanning the town line

between Glocester and Burrillville Rhode Island,

was established in 1760 under the ownership of
Israel Sayles, great-great-grandchild of Roger

and Mary Williams.

1 8 6 o James Harris is born in Burrillville
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Sylvester Sayles dies, leaving the Sayles
Homestead to Elizabeth Butler Sayles

1901

Clockwise from top: Original farmhouse, Sayles Homestead
cornerstone, 1870s map of the Pascoag Reservoir, Main House
in 1950.

1 9 3 O Elizabeth Butler Harris dies

In 1880 Sylvester Sayles owned p e
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the homestead and ran a

@he State of Hhode Island and Probidemee Plantations.

Provioesce, sc.—By the Court of Probate of the Town of Burrillville, in the
Countly of Providence, and State aforesaid.

boarding house on the property.

Catherine Butler, a divorcee, and

(LS5

. . I-rf'I‘il-‘l---*"''I!'I:l-'l-" -El'-{ﬁ‘ i Lﬂ:--ﬁf-h-m" frl-ll'_q-_._,e[ -L.u.-n'."'{-l.:—q.-:l'--".'--'

her daughter Elizabeth

“Lizzie” Butler came to work at

the boarding house. Soon i the counly amd State aforesaid. (T REETI NG,

thereafter Syvlester adopted WHEREASR, this Court have this day proved, approved, allowed and caused to be recorded, the

" . . I"t w!ﬂ IHI TEI-‘I.I-I'IHI'I[ |:|-!r N .lrrr.r i -.x-f"t-—nr 7 et &-'l-:
Elizabeth. Upon his death in late of [ Qeerto cfoette nfEe————

wherein you are named as the Executseythereof,
bond as the law directs, are, by these presents, a

left the homestead to Lizzie. R owasssion of the sstals whareel mid ad

according to law, and to the provisions of said

1 9 4 9 Judge James Harris dies, leaving the Homestead to
the Diocese of RI

1901, Sylvester (pictured here)

In Testimony Whereof, we have ca
this e Lantey Flrowl da

Sigucd and sealed, by order and in behall of seid

1 94 9 The diocese accepts the gift of the property at

Diocesan Convention

“While we don’t know all the detalils, | am struck by two things: that Sylvester

would adopt a young Elizabeth Sayles and leave his whole property to her, and

that Judge Harris had a heart for helping troubled adolescents through his work.

It Indicates to me the value of caring for young people - particularly those who

heed a nhew sense of home - Is part of the very solil of this homestead. | would not

James Harris was born in Burrillville in 1860.

As an adult he served as a judge in the 9th
District Court in RI. Sometime in the early
1900s he came to stay at the Sayles

Homestead, where he met Elizbeth Sayles.

The two were later married. Judge Harris
was known for his care of adolescents who

came before him in court.
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Judge Harris Dies In Pascoag
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Before adoption of the juvenile
court system, Judge Harris was

recognized as a student of psycho-

logy affecting the wise judgment
of juvenile problems. He was long
a devoted advocate of the confer-

ence method of procedure whereby

the youngster in trouple was led
nto his private chamber {or a con-
ference during which the problem
was helpfully consideved.

been borrowed from its ancestors.”

be the least bit surprised If the spirit that has always permeated ECC has simply

- The Rev. Meaghan Brower
Director 2012-present

4 Elizabeth died in a nursing home in 1930, where The Rev.
Dr. C. Lennart Carlson served as chaplain. Dr. Carlson

iIntroduced Judge Harris to Canon Anthony Parshley,

Archdeacon of the Diocese of Rhode Island, and an
arrangement was made for the judge to leave the property to
the Diocese of Rl to be used for youth programming or as

respite for the elderly.

In the fall of 1949, Canon Parshley brought a group of young people to Pascoag to start work- A

ing on the property. Two of the counselors that weekend were Patricia Cook and Leila Nichols.

Part of the weekend included planning the work camp that would take place in the summer of

1950: The First Senior Work Camp.



