1960-1969

Camp on the Rise

1 9 6 o The Bell is moved to camp from St. Ansgarius’
Church

1 9 6 o The Tower of Silence is built

1 9 63 The Diocese sells Miramar Mansion in Newport

1 9 6 4 Canon Parshley retires and Canon Shumaker

becomes Director of the Center

Jacob’s Ladder album is recorded and released to
support the Jacob’s Ladder program

196

1 9 6 5 Canon Parshley dies

1 9 6 7 Robinette is constructed

1 9 6 8 Beauchamp is constructed

1 9 6 9 The Children’s Center summer outreach program
has its first year.

TR i' < |n January of 1960, Jazz Mass

i Services were held to raise funds
I
|

($700) for the construction of the
Tower of Silence. The project began

at the end of that summer.

In 1960, the Archdeacon procured the bell »
from St. Ansgarius’ Episcopal Church in

Providence, which was razed in 1959 to

make way for Route 95. The intent was to
build a tower for the bell so that it would be
heard from the beach, but such a

tower never came to be. The bell is still
used as the primary gathering call for camp

programs and activities.

4 At the Diocesan Convention in 1963, the
decision was made to sell Miramar, an
estate in Newport owned by the Diocese,
and sometimes referred to as the
Episcopal Convention Center. Money from

the sale was allocated to build an “Adult

Education Facility” which would later
become known as “the Wing”. Pictured

here is the main house before the addition

of the wing.

In June of 1964, Canon Parshley resigned as

director of ECC and Canon William Shumaker

(shown here later in the 60’s), Director of

Education for the Diocese, stepped into the role.
'
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After many years of impacting the lives of young people

through ECC, Canon Parshley (shown here in the

early 60s) died in November of 1965. His funeral was
held at the Cathedral of St. John in Providence. At his
funeral an observer commented, “If it had been July it

still would have been the coldest and saddest day of the

year.”

"At the time, ECC was significant in enabling a
Christian approach to Civil Rights In the south,
and the growing anti-war movement."”

- Scott McCrae
ECC Staff from 1968-1974
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ANTHONY ROBERTS PARSHLEY
PresnyTER, CanonN, CHRISTIAN GENTLEMAN
Bormn — June 23, 1802
Entered into Life — MNovember 13, 1963

Anthony R. Parshley, Canon of the Cathedral of 5t John in
Providence, retired from the active ministry in June, 1964, having
served as rector of the Church of the Good Shepherd, Pawtucket, for
the preceding bén years |

Canon Parshley attended the University of North Carolina, and
the University of the South. He received his seminary training at
Virginia Theological School and King's College, London. Ordained
Deacon in 1918, and Priest in 1919, he married Ruoth Hendry James
in the latter year. They have three daughters, He served successively
in St. Paul's Church, Lancaster, New Hampshire (1923-1929); 5t
Michael's Church, Bristol, Rhode Island {1929-1947); and as Arch-
deacon of Bhode 1sland from 1947 until 19%3, when he became rector
of the Church of the Good Shepherd. He served as Editor of the
Rhode Island Churchman, Administrator of the Episcopal Conference
Center and Diocesan Youth Advisor,

Canon Parshley's interests extended beyond the ordinary bounds
of the Church, into that other aspect of God's work in this world —
the Stare. He was an outspoken critic of gambling in all its forms: most
recently he served the State as Chairman of the Personnel Appeal
Boasd, He was at one time Chaplain to the North Carolina Department
of the American Legion, and Governor of the 37th District of Rotary
International :

A recital of his appointments and positions does not tell the whole
story of Canon Parshley's life. In th® past fifteen years, he has devoted
much of his time to the developmenit of an idea — an idea he was
able to see brought to fromtion; gamely, the Episcopal Conference
Center at Pascoag. There, the youtl of the Church were led to know
and to love their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, through the example,
the witness, and the teaching of one who saw in the youth the promise
of the future, No epitaph could do justice to the influence of this one
man on the whole “Church-to-be.” His memortal 15 written in the
lives of all those, young and old, he touched and influenced for good.

The crowning achievement of his long interest o youth was the
construction of the Tower of Silence at the Episcopal Conference
Center; a place where young people could meditate in quiet and peace

Norman
Rockwell works

on his sketch of
Canon Parshley,
which now hangs
In the lounge.

The “Craft Truck”, owned by ECC, held all P

and hear again those words, “Be stll and know that 1 am God.” of the arts and crafts Supplles until the Craft
Canon Parshley has ended a long and fruitful preparation for life _ _
in the Church Expectant. If we listen carefully, we too will hear God Shed was created in the old chicken coop

speaking to him as He says, "Well done, thou good and faithiul
servant: enter ve nto my rest.

behind the store.

4 In 1964, ECC campers and
staff gathered at St. Mark'’s
Church in Warren, Rhode

Island to record “We Are

Climbing Jacob’s Ladder”,
an album of camp songs.
Funds raised through the

sale of the album went to

4 Cooking outdoors at Older Children’s Cam
support the “Jacob’s Ladder Ing ou | P

Project”. This project was a
youth ministry program that
took place at the Children’s
Center, a state run home
for children. The album was
dedicated to Canon

Parshley.

Also in 1960, the Archdeacon procured 24 pews
from St. Mary’s in East Providence for use at ECC.

Pictured here are campers and staff in worship in

the barn.



