
1960-1969
In January of 1960, Jazz Mass 

Services were held to raise funds 

($700) for the construction of the 

Tower of Silence. The project began 

at the end of that summer. 

In 1960, the Archdeacon procured the bell 

from St. Ansgarius’ Episcopal Church in 

Providence, which was razed in 1959 to 

make way for Route 95. The intent was to 

build a tower for the bell so that it would be 

heard from the beach, but such a 

tower never came to be. The bell is still 

used as the primary gathering call for camp 

programs and activities. 

At the Diocesan Convention in 1963, the 

decision was made to sell Miramar, an 

estate in Newport owned by the Diocese, 

and sometimes referred to as the 

Episcopal Convention Center. Money from 

the sale was allocated to build an “Adult 

Education Facility” which would later

become known as “the Wing”. Pictured 

here is the main house before the addition 

of the wing. 

In June of 1964, Canon Parshley resigned as 

director of ECC and Canon William Shumaker 

(shown here later in the 60’s), Director of 

Education for the Diocese, stepped into the role. 

After many years of impacting the lives of young people 

through ECC, Canon Parshley (shown here in the 

early 60s) died in November of 1965. His funeral was 

held at the Cathedral of St. John in Providence. At his 

funeral an observer commented, “If it had been July it 

still would have been the coldest and saddest day of the 

year.”

In 1964, ECC campers and 

staff gathered at St. Mark’s 

Church in Warren, Rhode 

Island to record “We Are 

Climbing Jacob’s Ladder”, 

an album of camp songs. 

Funds raised through the 

sale of the album went to 

support the “Jacob’s Ladder 

Project”. This project was a 

youth ministry program that 

took place at the Children’s 

Center, a state run home 

for children. The album was 

dedicated to Canon 

Parshley.

Norman 

Rockwell works 

on his sketch of 

Canon Parshley, 

which now hangs 

in the lounge.

The “Craft Truck”, owned by ECC, held all 

of the arts and crafts supplies until the Craft 

Shed was created in the old chicken coop 

behind the store. 

Also in 1960, the Archdeacon procured 24 pews 

from St. Mary’s in East Providence for use at ECC. 

Pictured here are campers and staff in worship in 

the barn. 

"At the time, ECC was significant in enabling a 

Christian approach to Civil Rights in the south, 

and the growing anti-war movement."  

- Scott McCrae 
ECC Staff from 1968-1974   
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The Bell is moved to camp from St. Ansgarius’ 
Church 

The Tower of Silence is built 

The Diocese sells Miramar Mansion in Newport

Canon Parshley retires and Canon Shumaker
becomes Director of the Center

Canon Parshley dies

Jacob’s Ladder album is recorded and released to 
support the Jacob’s Ladder program

Robinette is constructed

Beauchamp is constructed

The Children’s Center summer outreach program 
has its first year. 

Camp on the Rise

Cooking outdoors at Older Children’s Camp


